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What are Comic Strip Conversations? 
A Comic Strip Conversation is a conversation between two or more people which 
includes the use of simple drawings in comic strip format. They provide additional 
support to individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in understanding and 
interpreting the quick pace of social situations that they may encounter. 

What does a Comic Strip Conversation look like? 

Comic Strip Conversations use symbols to represent social interactions and 
elements of conversation that individuals with ASD may have difficulties with. 
Additionally, colours are included and represent the emotional content of a statement 
or message (Carol Gray, www.thegraycentre.org). The figures above demonstrate 
some of the symbols that are used in the conversations strip to represent a range of 
concepts that may be included in conversations 

How can they be used? 
• To learn social skills e.g. volume used to speak in certain environments. 
• To convey important information  
• A description of the event that caused a problem 
• To follow simple classroom rules 
• To communicate perspectives, feelings and ideas. 

  What do I need to write a Comic Strip Conversation? 
Comic Strip Conversations start with “small talk” to get the individual familiar with 
drawing while talking, you may begin with a topic of conversation that is a favourite 
of many Irish people e.g. ‘the weather’ 

  

Next, the second person may ask questions about the situation that is causing 
concerns, in which the individual with ASD answers by speaking and drawing the 
answers. 

The sun is shining 
today. I am happy 
because I can play 
outside. 
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Colour may be used throughout the process to indicate the feelings or ideas of people 
involved in the situation and to assist the individual with ASD to better understand the 
perspectives of others.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Before finishing, it is important to go back and summarise the event through 
discussing it using the drawings as a guide.  
 

Comic Strip Conversations have two dictionaries 
Conversation Symbols Dictionary Personal Symbols Dictionary 
This consists of 8 symbols for basic 
Conversation concepts: listening,  
Interrupting, loud & quiet words, 
talk and thought. 

The symbols that the individual uses  
on a frequent basis i.e. for specific people, 
places and concepts that are part of his  
personal experiences. 

Comic Strip Conversations are not intended to be used with every interaction 
that an individual with ASD has, but to assist when difficulties with 

understanding an event occurs. 
 

Examples of Comic Strip Conversations 
A child acted inappropriately when someone spoke in a loud voice in his 
environment, the comic strip provided him with an appropriate response to the 
situation using characters from his favourite TV show “Sponge Bob Square Pants” 

 
 

Useful Resource: Gray, C (1994) Comic Strip Conversations. Texas: Future 
Horizons. 
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Conversation Colours 
Green: Good ideas, happy, friendly   Purple: Proud 
Red: Bad ideas, teasing, anger, unfriendly     Yellow: Frightened 
Blue: Sad, uncomfortable    Brown: Comfortable, cosy 
Black: facts, things we know   Orange: Questions 
Combination of colours: confused 
    (Carol Gray, www.thegraycentre.org)  
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